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NEW SPORT OF BOBSLED CURLING ENDS DISASTROUSLY

By Ben Radstein, Staff Reporter

It seemed like a good idea at first. Have men with brooms run in front of the bobsled and sweep away loose snow. That way, the sleds would have clean ice, and could go faster. There was one problem: The broomers couldn’t move fast enough to get out of the way.

"Man! That was most heinous," said a spectator named Chad Newell. "The sled hit that dude and he went flying like Super Dave. He even spun around [image: image5.png]


in the air before he came down right on his head! There was another dude that got totally runned over by the sled, and squished like a friggin' pancake. They had to clean him off the ice with a hose. It was like watching all the fur fly at a NASCAR race with lots of crashes!"

I also spoke to a woman named Susan Johan who had tears in her eyes and trembled in horror. "Oh my god, what were they thinking! It was horrible seeing those people run down like bowling pins. It was stupid! What made them think this would work?"

A spokesman for the games named Fabio Pazzesco said, "I cannot believe it. We gave the broomers a full fifteen second head start before the sleds even moved, but they were so slow. It was like watching foolish children playing in traffic, unaware that they are in mortal peril! Halfway through the competition, the judges agreed to give the broomers a twenty second lead, but they still could not do it. A few were able to jump out of the way, but others ended up like deer on the freeway."

Miraculously no one was killed, but four are hospitalized in critical condition and two have needed limbs amputated. Seven others were wounded less seriously and are expected to fully recover. After this disaster, NBC agreed not to air any footage of Bobsled Curling. In fact, most of the press is trying to pretend that it never happened. Well, it did. You would think that after this catastrophe, that there would be no way that Bobsled Curling would appear again at the Vancouver games in 2010. Pazzesco denied this, saying "all we need to do is give the broomers more training, and a thirty second head start. There is no reason to cancel the event entirely. That would be crazy! There are accidents in sports. It happens, but life goes on. Let's not cry over spilt milk."

I for one hope that this event is not continued. These "extreme sports" have gone too far.

ANGRY ABOUT UNSUCCESSFUL HUNT, CHENEY SHOOTS FRIEND.

By Colleen Smith, Staff Reporter

As you have probably heard or read by now, Vice President Dick Cheney shot another member of his hunting party named Harry Whittington. They were quail hunting and accidents happen, so they say. You have not heard the whole story. They were not hunting quail, but a human target: unpopular former Vice President Dan Quayle. Many republicans still blame Quayle's boneheaded gaffes like the "potatoe incident" for Bush the elder's loss to Bill Clinton. When the one time veep ran away unscathed, it made Cheney very angry. In a rage, he recklessly discharged his rifle hitting Whittington, a millionaire attorney from Austin and personal friend. With friends like that, who [image: image1.png]


needs enemies?

A secret service agent who witnessed the event agreed to speak to me only on condition of anonymity. He said that Cheney showed no concern for his friend, or remorse. He said something to the effect of, He'll be fine! It was only bird shot. He's lucky I didn't get upset off when we were deer hunting. Buck shot is some nasty stuff. It will mess you up. As you might suspect, those were not literally his words. What he really said was peppered with expletives I have chosen not to use here such as those starting with "f" and "s", and a synonym for donkey. The agent went on to say, "The V.P. can be a real sadistic bastard. It is not good to be around him when he is mad. If anyone says anything to him about his outbursts, he'll snap and snarl that he's Dick Cheney, and he is powerful enough to do whatever floats his boat, so don't run your mouth at him." He went on to add,  "We have learned to speak only when spoken to, and even then to walk on eggshells. When Dick didn't get his way hunting, he just shot wildly, and hit Mister Whittington. He may have even meant to do it! He's really heartless."
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I was unable to get in touch with any spokesman for Whittington, but was able to contact their intended quarry, George H. W. Bush's VP. He had this to say. "I went on their trip because they told me we were hunting snipes. I had to go out in front and hold the bag. We didn't catch any snipes. We didn't even see any! They were shooting at me and laughing, so I ran. Last time they did this, they said they saw some snipes, and I believed them. One time they told me they wanted to play Cowboys and Indians like kids again, and I was going to be the Indian. That sure sounded like fun, but it was no fun at all. All that shooting hurt my ears! I'm not playing with Dick Cheney and his friends any more. They're mean! I talked to Walter Mondale and Al Gore to find out if anyone was mean to them like this, and they said no. How come they only pick on me?"

There you have it, the true story of Dick Cheney's "hunting accident".

SEVEN DEAD AND DOZENS INJURED IN BLACK FRIDAY RIOTS

By Ben Radstein, Staff Reporter

The day after Thanksgiving is considered the first day of the Christmas/Holiday shopping season. It is often called "Black Friday" because it is when retailers that have been operating in the red first turn a profit for the year. A lot of retailers open before the sunrise that day for big sales ending later that same morning.
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They have always drawn crowds, and frequently caused disputes over a place in line, or the last of a hot item, but this year it got ugly, very ugly. Across the nation, people stampeded when doors were opened, and riots broke out when items the crowds were seeking had run out. Seven fatalities and dozens of injuries have been reported.

The first known fatality occurred at a Wal-Mart in Secaucus, New Jersey, a woman repeatedly stabbed a man with a kitchen knife taken from the housewares section to prevent him from buying the last Xbox 360. Another sad incident transpired at a Tucker, Georgia Toys R Us. One woman bludgeoned another to death with a baseball bat over an American Girl doll. She was heard yelling at her victim, "hasta la vista, baby." Cars were overturned and set on fire in Chicago, while a security guard was beaten to death by an angry mob in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. The first of these incidents involved a DVD player priced at $17.95, and the second was touched off by the Xbox 360. In Columbus, Ohio a shortage of Star Wars toys had shoppers at wit's end when someone yelled, "they've got some over here!" A stampede ensued. Four were left trampled. In Glendale, California, two men fighting over an electronic toy called a Roboraptor knocked over several shelves full of merchandise causing thousands of dollars in destruction.

We asked Dr. Janis Thayne of Brandine University, a noted psychology expert, for her take on all this. "It is a product of our materialistic consumer society," said Dr. Thayne. "We have been told by TV, radio, Hollywood and others around us that we must buy the love of our family and the esteem of our friends in the form of tangible gifts each December, or we risk finding ourselves unloved and abandoned in January.  We feel doubly obliged to recreate a storybook holiday for children that we think we remember from our childhood, but never really existed outside of movies. Add to that the notion that bargains can be had only on Black Friday, and you have a recipe for disaster. We also have a competitive every man for himself spirit in American society. Letting someone else have the last of something we have decided we need is not in our nature."

I asked Doctor Thayne what she thought could be done to make Black Friday, and the rest of the holiday shopping season less dangerous. She replied, "A heavy police presence. Human nature cannot be changed, so we have to work with it. The sight of real police officers will motivate most people to mind their manners. Fear of getting caught is the only thing that keeps a lot of people in line."

So much for peace on earth and good will toward men!

EDITORIAL: ANGELS PAUL BYRD THROWING SPITBALLS

By Ralph Hutchinson, Sports Editor

While watching ALCS game 1 on Tuesday October 11, I observed something that the umpires let slide, or did not see and commentators did not mention. Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim pitcher Paul Byrd was spitting on his hand, then rubbing the ball. The first time I saw this, I thought it was strange, but dismissed it. The second time I saw it, I thought more about it and figured out what was going on. He was throwing spitballs! That is cheating. I can think of no other reason for a pitcher to spit into his hand than to doctor the ball. Pitchers who want to get a good grip on the ball use rosin to dry their hands. They don't moisten them. Byrd hit the last batter he faced, Chicago White Sox center fielder Aaron Rowland. It looked like the ball had slipped out of his hand. This is something wet leather can easily do.

Spitballs are not a new trick. Gaylord Perry made a career out of using them, but that does not justify it. Do we want young people to learn that cheating is perfectly alright, as long as you don't get caught? That is what kids will learn if pro sports tolerate unfair play.

I hope that someone at the Commissioner's office views tapes of tonight's broadcast. I will attempt to contact them. I hope that Byrd will be asked to explain exactly what he was doing, and is watched like a hawk from this point forward.

Update: October 12, 2005. I contacted Major League Baseball. They informed me that during the game, the opposing manager may inform the umpire if he feels a pitcher is altering the ball, and any umpire may also ask to see the ball. I pointed out that I spotted Byrd spitting on his hand, then rubbing the ball in a close-up shot in HDTV, and someone a considerable distance away might not see this. A spokesman for the Commissioner's office assured me that there are people who watch the game on TV who are looking for such things.

I hope that MLB will watch Paul Byrd closely next time he pitches. I certainly will. I think we all would like to see a clean game, free of any cheating. Doctoring the ball gives a pitcher an unfair advantage. It should not be tolerated.

STAR TREK FANS DISAPPOINTED IN NEW FOX SHOW "BONES"

By Colleen Smith, staff reporter
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Billy Doyle was greatly excited when he learned that Fox Television was producing a new series called "Bones". He was so excited that he informed his entire Star Trek fan club that a new spin off series all about Doctor McCoy was being launched. When they all gathered to watch it, they were disappointed. 

"How dare they call a show 'Bones' when it is not about him at all! This show is about some chick who solves crimes. It's just awful!" He and his friends have started a campaign to have the show pulled from the air, claiming that Fox Television has committed fraud by deceiving them. They have written to the estate of Gene Roddenberry, Paramount Pictures, the FCC, and even their congressmen. "It is like a bait and switch scam at an electronics store! You go in there because the ad says a DVD recorder will be on sale for fifty dollars, but they were out of them before the store was even open, and they try to sell you one for 100 dollars. What a joke!"  John Starkey, another member of the fan club went on to say, "They got us all worked up, and then what? No new Trek at all. This isn't even science fiction."

I asked them what made them so sure that the name "Bones" referred to their favorite fictional MD from the future, and Doyle said, "Well duh! Everybody knows that 'Bones' means Doctor Leonard H. McCoy! What else could it mean? They ripped off Star Trek. Doctor McCoy was just the greatest doctor ever, and Captain Kirk always called him 'Bones' so it has to be trademarked or something. You shouldn't be able to just call someone else his name and get away with it. That sucks!"

So far the fan club has gotten no responses to their letter writing campaign, but they insist that they will keep it up, and will not be ignored. "I will never get excited about a Fox show again," said Doyle. "It's like Scotty says: Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me!"

THE CASE AGAINST INTELLIGENT DESIGN

By M. Grant Winston, Science Editor

Recently, the entire school board of Dover, Pennsylvania was ousted. Parents had spoken. They want their children to be taught science in science class, not thinly veiled religion. Intelligent design is a recent reshuffling of creationism purported to be a scientific theory. It puts forth the notion that some things are too complicated to be explained by random chance, therefore there must have been an intelligent designer. That is not science. You can't observe it, you can't test it. You can't perform experiments based on it. These logical observations do not convince people who say, "If evolution is real, Why haven't all the monkeys evolved into us?" So I will present evidence against their so-called intelligent design.

Let us suppose for a minute that the world and everything in it were created by an intelligent designer. Why are there nipples on men? Why would an intelligent designer create an organ like the appendix? It has no function. All it ever does is get diseased, and force us to have it removed. Some creationists have claimed that penguins are evidence of an intelligent designer. How exactly? Birds that can't fly are evidence to the contrary. Here is another point to ponder. I have eaten at many exotic restaurants around the world, and sampled meats from more animals than I can count. If there were an intelligent designer, wouldn't he or she create a wide variety of flavors like a master chef? Instead, it all tastes like chicken.

Whenever I try to argue with these intelligent design people or anyone else does, they usually accuse us of not having an open mind. It seems that anyone who dares to doubt or disagree with a single idea someone else puts forth has a closed mind. Here is how I respond to that. Having an open mind can be a good thing, but don't open it so far that your brain falls out! A healthy level of skepticism is part of common sense. Failure to recognize the absurd and ridiculous when it is presented to you isn't having an open mind, it is having no mind at all. Being an idiot is not a virtue.

What the advocates of creationism, aka "intelligent design" are really saying is this: I can't figure this stuff out, so it must be magic! With attitudes like that, our ancient ancestors would have never left caves, never discovered fire or invented the wheel. Humanity probably wouldn't have survived.

Around the world, this ridiculous debate about intelligent design has made America a laughing stock. It seems that people in Kansas don't have a problem with that. It gives me hope to see that the parents of Dover, Pennsylvania do.
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