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MINIATURE COWS: AMERICA'S LATEST PET CRAZE

By Ben Radstein, staff reporter

You may remember Vietnamese pot-belly pigs, which were all the rage in the 1990s. For a time everyone just had to have one. Dogs and cats were going out of style. That craze may pale in comparison to the latest one: miniature cows.
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The pet of the decade was actually discovered in the nineteenth century in the Galapagos Islands, but they never became as famous as the giant tortoises. Recently, farmers looking for a replacement for mini pigs have been importing and breeding them. At first they were scarce, but through artificial insemination they are becoming plentiful. This will come as good news for those wishing to adopt one.

"These are loving creatures," says Joseph Ramirez, a rancher from El Cajon California who raises them. "They are docile and even tempered, which makes for perfect pets. As a bonus, they even make drinkable milk." He went on to say that their male counterparts, miniature bulls, can be trained to be better watchdogs than actual canines. "Being charged, knocked over, and speared with the horns of a 'Pequeño Toro' would be a humiliating experience to a would-be burglar. They might even flee upon sight of one."

After speaking to Ramirez, and other ranchers and farmers, I have concluded that miniature cows will likely be under more trees this Christmas morning than puppies and kittens combined. If you would like one, you might look to all the places that used to have pot-belly pigs.

MARTHA STEWART'S CLASSIC CANDLES OF EUROPE CAUSING HOUSE FIRES

by Colleen Smith, staff reporter

Martha Stewart's company has been in bad hands since her incarceration. A new product line has gone disastrously wrong. Classic Candles of Europe was intended to be a "good thing" to decorate homes with an old world flair. This was [image: image2.jpg]


no problem with Viennese Candles, Parisian Candles, Tuscan, Amsterdam, Cologne, Munich or Barcelona Candles; but Roman Candles have been a problem.

"Apparently", said an embarrassed Fire Marshall who asked that his town not be named, "No one at her company, or the stores selling them understood just what Roman Candles are. Neither did people in my town. They did not understand what they were buying, and put dangerous incendiary devices into their nicest candle holders, put them on display in their living rooms, and lit them! 
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Needless to say, they didn't get the soft warm glow, and subtle scent they had bargained for." Reports are coming in from all over the country, and are always the same. Terrible house fires stating in the living room.

I have tried to get comments from Martha herself, but the federal women's prison in Alderson, West Virginia is not allowing many visits from the press. A spokesman for her company did speak to me. "We are so so so very sorry about this. We are not the kind of people who blow things up and burn things down to get our jollies! We honestly, as God is my witness, did not know that roman candles are fireworks."

One thing is for certain. When Martha gets out prison and back to work, heads will roll. She may even shoot sparks and flaming balls.

As a side note, disaster like this was narrowly averted in 2003 when Smirnoff, a maker of Vodka and other adult beverages was convinced not add Molotov cocktails to its line of ready-to-consume mixed drinks.

EDITORIAL: COPYRIGHT LAWYERS BULLYING THE UNCOVEROR

On December 3, 2004 Uncoveror.com received a threatening letter from GAF Counsel, claiming to represent Lyons Partnership, L.P. ("Lyons Partnership"),  The people behind a certain purple dinosaur character. They demanded that we stop using the image of this character, and apparently the name as well.

In this era of the DMCA, The Patriot Act, and so many other restrictions on free speech, I could not just ignore it. Although I suspect that court rulings about parody being free speech, such as Larry C. Flynt v. Jerry Falwell might protect my first amendment rights in this case, as no reasonable person could mistake the story to be true, I do not have the resources to fight these people. If I had the ability to fight a SLAPP, I would. Copyright was meant to promote the progress of science and the useful arts, not lock up ideas as property, which is really no different than suppressing them. I wrote about these issues in previous editorials called  Who Is The Public Domain? All Of Us and The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen and The Public Domain. 

I have altered the story in question. It is now entitled Al Qaeda Message of Terror Hidden In Censored Show. The original may be available on an internet archiving site. This is censorship, but what else can I do?

I am contacting the Electronic Frontier Foundation for advice, and may someday be able to restore the original version. But for now, I am complying with their demands. It seems that the people behind the purple dinosaur are not at all different from the ones who sue day care centers over the use of a certain cartoon mouse. 

Matthew Brown

Webmaster of Uncoveror.com

P.S. The Uncoveror is not intended for children, but just in case some youngsters are reading this, you have a right to know something: There is no Barney. That's a guy in a suit.

AL QAEDA TERROR MESSAGE HIDDEN IN CENSORED SHOW

Something very sinister and disturbing has been found in the popular PBS children's show CENSORED. Stereo TV broadcasts sometimes include a SAP (second audio program) channel, which is commonly used for bilingual broadcasts. This week, it was used for a very sinister purpose. The US was placed on Orange Alert upon discovering that Al-Qaeda had used the CENSORED show to send a message of terror. 

The main audio program was innocent enough. The costumed performers and several children were singing and dancing to a song about imagination, but on the SAP channel, the purple dinosaur was clearly saying, "Allah Ackbar, little mujahadden! The time has come for intifada against the infidels. Our glorious Jihad has begun."  

We were frightened to learn that scores of seemingly cherubic youngsters like this little boy [image: image4.jpg]



have gotten his message of hatred for America, and are prepared to do the bidding of Osama Bin Laden, Saddam Hussein, and the rest of the Al-Qaeda terror network!

A Whitehouse spokesman told us, "reports have been coming in from all over the nation about children going mad, and behaving outrageously, such as a little girl in Battle Creek, Michigan who hit her mother in the head with a plate, knocking her out cold, while screaming, 'Ah-la-la-la-la-la-la!'  just as Arabs do when shooting guns into the air. A young boy in North Carolina broke his parents' TV, throwing his toys at it when Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld appeared for a press conference, the boy was allegedly shouting something in Arabic."

"President Bush," he went on to say, "has always thought that CENSORED was no good. When [image: image5.jpg]Picture
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Jenna and Barbara were little, they went on and on about CENSORED the purple dinosaur. Our Leader told them that they were confused, that CENSORED was a man, and Dino was the purple dinosaur. When he said that, the twins threw a temper tantrum the likes of which none of Bush family had ever seen. He knew that any children's show that confused parents and upset children in such a manner had to be subversive, and would undermine family values."

President Bush advises all parents and grandparents in America, all schools and day care centers, to stop letting little tykes watch CENSORED. The survival of America may depend on it.

The Uncoveror is a journal of political satire and news parody. Some material may not be appropriate for children. It is also available online at www.uncoveror.com or www.uncoverer.com 
